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M, DCC, LXVIII. 


PREFACE. 


S the following little Es8ay was not in- 

tended for the Speculation of every leiſure 
Reader: The Author has printed off no greater 
Number than he deſigned to ſubmit to the im- 
mediate Conſideration of thoſe, whoſe diſtin- 
guiſhed 1 in the Church, may be ſuppoſed 
to render them moſt competent Judges of the 
Propriety of the Propoſals contained i in it, and 
to enable them moſt powerfully to contribute 


towards carrying them, if practicable, into 


Execution. 


15 
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CONSIDERATIONS, &c. 


Mr Losps, 


4 


ELL aſſured as I am, that whatever may be in- 


| | tended for the advancement of the pure and ra- 
tional Chriſtianity of the Church of England, cannot be 

unintereſting to your Lordſhips; convinced, that however 
low and obſcure may be the propoſer of any plan tending 
to ſo good an end, tho' your ſuperior judgment may; not 
adopt it, the candor of your character will favourably 
accept it: influenced by theſe reflections, I do with 
all humility, ſubmit to your Lordſhips the tollowing 
Conſiderations. 


I. The firſt regards the deplorable ſtate of religion in 
our ſettlements, both in America and the Weſt Indies. 
Which, as it is matter of concern to every ſerious man 


who has religion at heart, muſt occaſion more eſpecial 


9a 2 5 un- 


— — NG 


Reese E R ATION 8, Kc. 


uneaſineſs to thoſe who are placed in the high ſtation of 
the Church, which your Lordſhips poſſeſs, If the ſame: 
zeal which the Jeſuits have ſhewed for the religion of 
St. Peter's chair, had been diſplayed in favour of rational 
chriſtianity, ſure I am that infinite ſervice might have 
been done in both the Indies. The zealous labours of | 
many of your Lordſhips to promote epiſcopal government 
in America, do abundantly evince, how well your Lord- 
| ſhips know the want, or rather the neceſſity of it. For 
which reaſon, I ſhall on that point be very brief; obſerving. 
however, that if under an adminiſtration, rather favour- 
able to the cauſe than otherwiſe, and a Monarch who hath 
ſhewed himſelf in all reſpects attached to the real intereſts 
of Religion, ſo ſalutary a ſcheme cannot be carried into 
execution, it muſt be for ever deſpaired of, 


It was an irretrievable error in the firſt eſtabliſhment of 
our Colonies in America, that greater regard was not paid 
| to the eſtabliſhed Religion of this realm. I will be bold © 
to ſay, that the deference, which in matters of Religion . 
was firſt ſhewn to the Diſſenting Coloniſts, hath been pre- 
judicial to the peace of their Mother Country ever ſince. 
Union in Religion is the beſt Cement of union in the 
flate. A maxim this, the French are well acquainted with, 
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— you will find faction ran moſt high in thoſe Provinces, 


the Church of England; and how far the eſtabliſhment of 
Epiſcopacy in America might prevail in gradually weaning 


the Parties themſelves ſeem well aware in the violent op- 


rica and the. Weſtern Iſles; in order to take an account 
of the ſtate of in cach place, the proportion 


and the weight of which if we knew as well, we ſhould 
not tamely have allowed a Popiſh Biſhop at Quebec; while 
the eſtabliſhment of a Proteſtant one was deemed ſcarcely 
worth a thought. If your Lordſhips caſt an eye upon the 
turbulent and ſeditious ſpirit, that hath diſcovered itſelf 
in ſome parts of America; it is pretty remarkable in point, 


in which the Church of England ſtood on the narroweſt 
bottom: : viz. In New England, New York, and Penſylva- 
nia. Quakeriſm, Independency, and Preſbytery, have 
quired as it were a — eſtabliſhment in thoſ 
it would be dang at | 
prudent, it is neceſſary to give all 1 poſible countenance to 


thoſe people from their pernicious and unreaſonable ſchiſm, 


. they make to it. 


Might it not however, with all ſubmiſſion I propoſe it, 
be a proper previous ſtep, to commiſſion an able, judicious, 
intelligent, active Man, to viſit all our ſettlements in Ame- 


which 


WAN 


x, * — — 


which Non- Conformiſts of all Denominations bear to thoſe 


of the eſtabliſhed Church; to inſpect the lives and morals 


of the Clergy, and the reſpective, effects thoſe: have on the 


faithful and diſintereſted 
account of the ſtate of Chriſtianity, thoughout” his Majeſty's 
extenſive dominions in that quarter of the world. N or 
would ſuch an enquiry demand ſo mueh time as might at 
firſt Gght be ſuppoſed ; ; in Two, or at moſt Three Years, I 
am confident, it might be compleated. And from his re- 


ports, might be aſcertained, what degree of utility may be 


people ; in ſhort, to bring home 


expected from ſuch an eſtabliſhment ; and proper obſer- 


yations on the general temper and diſpoſition of the people, 


would enable your Lordſhips to form an adequate judgment 


of the oppoſition it would, on the whole, be likely to meet 


with. 


The reports of Miſſionaries are intereſted, and therefore 


not altogether to be depended on. The power of a com- 


miſſary is very limited, or rather no power at all; and in- 


formations from him at ſuch a diſtance would, I conceive, 


have no other effect than that of rendering him hated, 


perſecuted, and inſulted by thoſe amongſt whom he is 


conſtrained to live. Theſe Conſiderations, I fear, may be 


too apt to influence even a well inclined Man to palliate 


and connive at miſdemeanours and errors of conduct, which 
the ſhadowy authority he bears could not correct. And this 


will afford one among other obvious reaſons, why it would 


be proper that the deſign of ſuch Commiſſion as is here 
propoſed ſhould be kept ſecret. And likewiſe, both Clergy 
and people being hereby off from their guard, the en- 


quirer may more eaſily arrive at the knowledge of what he 


deſires. 


Indeed, my Lords, the accounts given by ſober ſerious 


3 perſons of the fligate, or at beſt mercantile lives which 
the Clergy lead, render a ſtrict and impartial enquiry into 


matters of fog great moment highly deſireable. But to de- 
tain your Lordſhips by a further explanation of particulars, 


would only be to enumerate evils, and propoſe ſchemes of 


redreſs, in which I am by moſt of your Lordſhips anti- 


cipated. Leaving thereſore ſuch Conſiderations to the 
more mature judgment of your Lordſhips, I will only beg 
leave to ſubjoin one hint more on a different ſubject, but 


not foreign from that profeſſion ſo high in which divine 


. hath ranked your Lordſhips. 


1 And this reſpetts the ſmall livings in England, which 


indeed are continually receiving augmentations by the pious 


bounty, __ 


7 ernennen 


bounty of Queen Anne: but this method of augmentation 


is ſo ſlow, as by no means to keep pace with the increaſing 
Price of Proviſions, and all other neceſſaries of life, So 


that tho a living ſhall be. increaſed 47. per Ann. the in- 
cumbent is not thereby better provided for than he was 
Twenty Years ago; the Price of Proviſions being raiſed, 
within fuch time, in a much greater proportion. Nor can 


it be urged, that if the Price of Proviſions be raiſed, the 


Price of Land is raiſed likewiſe, and conſequently the va- 
lue of livings; for thoſe ſmall livings of 101. 207. and 301. 
the year, are capable of wary little i 1 frequent] 7 


of none at all. 


In Lincolnſhire and other Parts of England, where the 


Villages are contiguous to each other, and the livings 
ſmall, it is no uncommon thing for a Curate to be charged 
with the: Xare of 35 4, 5 or 6 churches : all which Pieces 
of preferment together, are frequently found unequal to 
che decent ſupport of a family, in caſe the poor Man be 
unfortunate enough to have one. He is out in the morn- 
ing by cock- crow, and runs through as many Churches 
as the condition of the roads, the ſpeed of his horſe, and 


the length of the day will permit him. When your Lord 
(hips reflect in how ſlovenly a manner the ſervice will in 


Ne 


. * n OT Er nt ot TOE NETS - 5 K Be PO IONS — To. ft OE TR 
— W nn * 8 3 2 8 e 9 2 "FEY N 
n 290 2 2 7 


3 


24 
77 


* 

9 

2 

3 

* E * 
— : 
* 

. 

1 
wy, 
#3 

2 £ 

* 

15 #1 

4] 

1 

<= 
E. 
bl g 
E 
„ 

. 78 
8 
1 
NE. | 
A 
+a 
0 
+5 
5 
-_ 
FF 
28 4 
2 

423 
1 * 2 
3 
2 
=> 4 
3 
1 
8 
3 
© 
iF 
| 1 4 
* 5 
35, ja 
Br 4 
et 
9 
4 ky 
Ss 
7 
91 

1 


ſuch cafes be performed, how indecent it is to ſee a 


Clergyman upon full gallop all Sunday long, except the 


| ſhort time he is in Church, and flying over hedge and 


ditch, as if engaged in a Fox chace ; confident I am, your 
Lordſhips will eſteem ſuch evils on of your moſt ſerious 
Conſideration. | =» 
Nor are theſe complained of the leaſt evils that attend 
ſuch Pluralities. Suppoſe Four Churches out of the Six are 
ſerved; the firſt and laſt, at which ſervice is performed, have it 
at hours ſo unſeaſonable, that few, very few in thoſe Pariſhes 
will put themſelves to the inconvenience of attending it. 
And as to thoſe other Pariſhes, where there is no Service at 


all, the people conſider themſelves as diſcharged on that Sun- 


day from all religious duties; and current is the phr ale among 


them, « Our Parſon has given us a holiday to day.“ And 


this holiday they never fail to make holiday uſe of; they 


will not ſtir to a neighbouring Church, tho' it ſhould be but 
half a mile diſtant, but uſually ſpend the day, ſet apart for 


| God's honour and ſervice, in jollity and junketing, the 


Women at the T ea-table, and the Men at the Ale-houſe. 


Now, 


— A PRE . 
MN, my Lords, I with all deference ſubmit to the 


Conſideration of your Lordſhips one way, and as appears 


to me the only way there is, by which thoſe evils may be en- 
tirely remedied; and, without diminiſhing the Curate's 
ſtipend, or expoſing him to the fatigue and ridicule of a 
Sabbath Day's chace, the Pariſhes ſerved in a decent 


manner, and at an hour fo ſeaſonable as ſhall render the 


non: attendance of every one inexcuſable. The plan of re- 


formation here intended is briefly this : where Three ſmall 


| livings lie contiguous, and triangularly ſituated; it is pro- 
poſed, that the Three Churches be pulled down, and in their | 


Read one built; as nearly equi-diftant as may be irom each 


Pariſh, and accounted the common Pariſh Church : and that 
the Three livings be conſolidated, and the rights of preſen- 
tation fixed by on, according to the reſpective va- 
lue of the livings. Where only Two Pariſhes lie thus conti- 


guous and convenient; it is propoſed that the Two Churches 


be pulled down, and One built exactly between them; 


the Pariſhes being conſolidated, and the rights of preſen- 
tation, as in the above caſe, fixt according to the reſpective 


value of the livings. And in further favour of this affair, 


ve may obſerve an advantage hitherto unnoticed, ariſing from 


the 


— — As Sj 3 KL. —— — 
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we 


— 
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the late freque lt incloſure of Corn Fields; as the Country 


is thereby ſo greatly depopulated, that a Church equal to the 
leaſt of the Three, will generally be ſufficient to contain 


every Member of it in the Three united Pariſhes. The 


ſurplus therefore of materials from the Old Churches, it is 
apprehended would almoſt defray the expence of building 
new ones. And in defect of this, if the further expences 


requiſite for carrying this ſcheme into execution, as well as 


thoſe for the ſeveral Commiſſions appointed for the inſpec- 


ting, directing, and ſettling the rights of preſentation, &c. 


were furniſhed from that F und, granted by royal bounty, 8 8 
the augmentation of ſmall livings; I cannot ſee how part 


of that vaſt Fund could be better applied. Two or Three 


Hundred Thouſand Pounds is a tempting ſum to a rapacious 


and profligate Miniſter, whenever his own, or the pretended 


emergencies of State require it: of part of which, if a good 


uſe could be made, the remainder might be more ſecure. 


T humbly beg Leave to ſubſcribe myſelf, 
MY LORDS, 


Tour Lordſhips moſt obedient, and dutiful Servant, 


wd 


RR 
. 


